(the Mahabharata) arid'hence they should perform it properly
and show to posterity that honesty would always stand vindi-
cated. But when Adharma raised its head, citizens remained
isolated pleading helplessness to curb it.

Yudhishtira, a replica of righteousness, who had cer-
tainly known the ruinous consequences of gambling, consen-
ted to play the game of dice with Duryodhana, demonstrated
the impact of destiny. But even he, as he started playing,
became conscious of his position and wealth and with a tinge
of vanity asked his opponent whether he could match the
amount or property that he would be prepared to stake. Poet
Bharati, who wrote the Tanchali Sapatham5 based on Vyasa,
was critical of Yudhishtira, whose action was like that of
priest himself stealing the icon of the temple or the watch-
man looting the property of the house he was to watch.

104. Magnificence ofBheeshma's Sacrifice

In scriptural history there has been no reference to
any character having conquered lust. On the other hand,
several men, some even possessing extra ordinary spiritual
powers, have been portrayed as yielding to its demoniac in-
fluence. But the unique distruction of having totally abju-
red carnal cravings and remained a celibate throughout his
life goes to Bheeshma in the Mahabharata. It is not easy
for a person in affluent circumstances-or holding a position,
particularly a youth, to give up desire for sex and forego
marital relationship. A situation arose when Bheeshma re-
solutely stuck to a decision to remain unmarried, a sacrifice
no one could dream of just to enable his father re-marry. He
had the option to refuse to do so but he wanted his father to
derive pleasure. He refused to swerve from this grim deter-
mination, even at the cost of incurring the displeasure and
wrath of his preceptor, who made him an expert warrior. On
the death of his mother, his father sought the hands of a be-
witching woman but her parents insisted that only the child-
ren born to her should succeed to the kingdom. This would
mean that neither Bheeshma nor his wards could ascend the